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Purpose of this policy is to establish guidelines for the Rural Municipality of Prince Albert No. 461 
Snow Removal and Clearing Season. Created to ensure consistent practices are in place for snow 
removal. 
 
1.1 SUMMARY OF POLICY 
 
This policy has been developed to provide general guidelines to the Municipality’s Personnel. 
This policy intends to cover the vast majority of situations that are to be expected in winter 
events. If there should be a situation that should surface that is not outlined in this policy, the 
Foreman is to deal with them in a case-by-case basis dependent on safety and severity. Mobilizing 
the snowplow crew is a judgment call based on particular weather conditions combined with past 
experience along with resources available at the time, therefore may not adhere strictly to this 
general policy. 
 
In a snow event, the foreman (or designated alternate) will evaluate the snow fall, and if it is 
sufficient enough to require snow plowing, the foreman (or designated alternate) will organize 
to have roads and drifts plowed, at his discretion. In the event of a blizzard or strong winds, again 
the foreman will evaluate the conditions, mobilization of snow plow crew in extreme conditions 
will be on hold until conditions dissipate for safety purposes. When snowplowing commences 
after a snowfall, blizzard or extreme winds, the foreman will delegate the route to provide the 
most efficient order. According to conditions, the following shall be the order in which snow is 
removed; 

1. Main roads/Emergency routes 
2. School bus routes 
3. Municipal access roads 
4. Residential permit holders 
5. Custom work 

 
Operator duty shifts are generally limited to a maximum of 10 hours per day for safety. 
Operations will be halted when;  

a) service levels are reached 
b) coverage time has elapsed 
c) conditions are too hazardous 
d) reasonable accomplishments have been made 

 



After a major storm, cleanup operations will be on-going for multiple days. In the event of a 
severe storm where it is deemed necessary that additional equipment will be required, the 
Foreman and the Administrator may hire individual contractors to assist in clearing the roads in 
a timely manner. While it is acknowledged that voluntary assistance is sometimes provided by 
general ratepayers or contractors in the event of a severe storm, ONLY those contractors or 
individuals that are approved and contracted by the Municipality’s Foreman or designated 
alternate may assist in snow plowing/cleanup efforts will be financially compensated.  
 
The municipality has an allowance for ridges left when plowing snow. The said allowance is one 
8 inches (20.32 centimeters), any ridge under is considered within specification and subsequently 
will be left as is.  
 
For Rate Schedule for snowplowing, please refer to the Municipalities Custom Work Policy No. 
06.00. 
 
1.2 PRIORITIES  
 
Snow clearing will be given highest priority at no cost for the emergent situations of a medical 
emergency or situation which may immediately jeopardize life or property. 
 
Emergencies do not include scheduled medical appointments. 
 
1.3 ROUTE DETERMINATION 
 
The road and route determination will be decided by the foreman (or designated alternate). 
Typically, the order of snow plowing will follow the classification roads. The roads that will be 
plowed first will be the major arteries, then the minor arterials. The roads will be plowed 
according to a route that allows the grader operator to complete the route with the minimal 
amount of back tracking. Therefore, some minor roads may be plowed first in order to provide 
the most efficient plowing schedule. Any road that has historically not been plowed will continue 
to be unmaintained during the winter months, unless it is determined that the road is adequate 
for plowing. Many factors will be considered when determining road adequacy and 
maintainability during typical and atypical conditions and residence access requirements.  
 
Hamlets and personal driveways will be snow plowed simultaneously with municipal roads, in 
the circumstance of a heavy snow fall or a severe storm, main municipal arteries will be cleared 
first before hamlets and personal driveway’s unless it is convenient for the operator to clear the 
snow while they are in the near vicinity, but it will be at the sole discretion of the operator. In 
certain circumstances where it is expedient for the operator to go into a yard site to turn around 
due to the road terminating and rather than trying to perform a two-point turn, providing clear 
written permission has been received by the RM office from the land owner, the Municipality will 
plow out the landowner’s driveway free of charge taking into consideration the convenience for 
the operator. Furthermore, if the land owner does not want the Municipality to plow their yard, 
and upon the landowner’s permission, the operator will go into the landowner’s yard and turn 
around with the blade in the upwards position. 
 



Permission letters can be written, emailed or faxed to the Municipalities Office Administration.  
 
1.4 RESIDENTIAL PLOWING & PRIVATE DRIVES 
 
Residents are responsible for clearing snow from their private driveways, unless a “Snowplow 
Agreement” has been previously filled out and received by the RM Office. Agreement forms can 
be found on our website or can be obtained by calling the office administration. If there is a 
standing agreement with the RM, please ensure that a tall distinguishable pole and red flag are 
present when you are requesting to have driveways plowed. In the event that the flag is not 
visible to the operator, your driveway will go uncleared. When a landowner has requested to 
have their driveway plowed, the operator will begin at the entrance, clearing a round-about path 
along the most direct route commonly used and then exit during a heavy snowfall. The foreman 
(or designated alternate) will take on requests for a further in-depth clearing only after cleanup 
had been completed after a storm or heavy snowfall. No schedule of service will be provided. 
 
The RM offers snow clearing as a basic service to our ratepayers. Snowplowing services can be 
refused by the administrator, shop foreman (or designated alternate). We provide this service to 
allow basic access to land and/or home and is entirely up to the discretion of the foreman (or 
designated alternate). The operator is not responsible for clearing snow from retaining walls, 
sheds, quonsets, shelters, garages, etc. Basic access pertains to the most direct commonly used 
to access the residence only. Areas considered too narrow or close to buildings or where there is 
the possibility of hazard to the safe use of the equipment as determined by the equipment 
operator, will not be eligible for snow clearing.  
 
Obstructions along residential lanes are to be clearly marked. The municipality will not be 
responsible for any damages incurred during the snow clearing operations on private property 
including damages to buildings, grain bins, fences, landscaping, mailboxes, etc.  
 
1.5 MAILBOXES AND OTHER STRUCTURES 
 
The RM of Prince Albert No. 461 is not responsible, and shall not be held accountable for any 
damages sustained to mailboxes or any other structure in the Municipal Right of Way. 
 
1.6 PRIVATE SNOWCLEARING 
 
No private individual shall operate equipment to maintain any RM road or infrastructure during 
the winter months, without the approval of RM Administration. Anyone found in contravention 
of this policy may be subject to a fine, as per the Municipalities General Penalty Bylaw No. 4 of 
2016. 
 
1.7 DISPOSAL OF SNOW 
 

Snow from private driveways SHALL NOT be placed on the municipal roadway or shoulders. 

It is prohibited to plow snow from driveways onto or across municipal roads. Piles of snow left 
on or near the road can freeze into a solid mass creating a hazardous situation for vehicles and 
snowplows. Piles of snow increase the chance of drifting onto the roadway. Accidents and 
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damages caused by snow piles placed in the roadway may result in liability to the property owner. 
Anyone found plowing snow or who has plowed snow onto the municipal right-of-way may be 
subject to a fine as per the Municipalities General Penalty Bylaw No. 4 of 2016.  
 
1.8 SENIOR DISCOUNT 
 
Eligible seniors will get a discounted rate of half our snowplow rate. To qualify as an eligible 
senior, the head of household must be 65 years or older on or before October 31 of the current 
year, and must not have anyone under the age of 65 residing with him or her at that residence 
with the exception of a spouse, a minor or person with disability. The RM administration will 
require appropriate documentation, such as a driver’s license or government issued ID to have 
on file attached to a current snowplow agreement to use as reference in order to obtain your 
discounted rate. 
 
1.9 SANDING & CUTTING OF ROADWAYS/INTERSECTIONS 
 
Sanding is not done during a snowfall event since the snow covers the sand and is scraped away 
with the subsequent plowing passes. Sanding is done on a limited basis as we prefer to cut the 
snow down to the gravel in concerning areas as this has been a favored remedy opposed to 
layering sand. Certain area’s for cutting will be prioritized at intersections, corner’s and hills. 
Sander and tandem sand truck will only be dispatched if necessary. Sanding in one circumstance 
does not create a reasonable expectation that the same area will always be sanded. 
 
2.0 PRIVATE SERVICES 
 
All other snow clearing requests from Councilors’ and residents should be directed to the 
Municipal Office Administration where requests will be communicated according to priority to 
the shop foreman (or designated alternate). These services may be scheduled after normal snow 
clearing is completed. 
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